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SECTION XV - INTELLIGENCE ACTIVITIES 


Intelligence Collection 


(TQ) IVY GREEN operations, supplementary collection operations against 
foreign missile and space activities, were conducted periodically throughout 
1969. Soviet intercontinental and medium range ballistic missile tests were 
collected against in the mid-Pacific broad ocean area and in the Kamchatka 
Peninsula area, respectively, and against a ZOND series circumlunar probe 
in the Indian Ocean area. During some of the ballistic missile tests, multiple 
reentry vehicles were observed. Data collected during these tests included 
visual, radar, sonar, acoustic, telemetry, and photo intelligence. Forces 
under the operational control of CINCPAC, which participated in IVY GREEN 
operations in various combinations, included four destroyer escorts (BRIGHT 
CRESCENT); VP surveillance aircraft (SCARLET WING); telemetry-configured 
~EA3B aircraft (SEA BRINE); an Advance Range Instrumentation Ship ee 
COUNT); and specially-configured USAF aircraft (TRAP and AACS). 1 


COMMANDO PANZER Inactivated (S) 


(Ng) COMMANDO PANZER was one of several Peacetime Airborne 
Reconnaissance programs being conducted in the PACOM, This was a photo 
and electronic intelligence surveillance program covering certain areas in 
Burma, Malaysia,-and Indonesia. Three C-97 aircraft were used. In August 
CINCPAC and CINCPACAF (who operated the program) reviewed the previous 
year's operations. The necessity for obtaining diplomatic clearances had 
resulted in rigid flight schedules without regard to conditions affecting photog- 
raphy; electronic intelligence collection results were negligible because of 
the area of operations. The low survivability of the C-97 restricted operations 
to low risk areas with correspondingly low priority targets. No change to these 
conditions was expected for the next three to five years. 





(53) It was concluded, therefore, that the intelligence acquired no longer 
just.zied the expense. Both CINCPAC and the Air Force Chief of Staff approved 
canc .liation of COMMANDO PANZER and the last mission was flown on ll 
Sept-mber. 3 





iL. J. Sa) Bietoe. te CINCDAC foe ine onthe er reo a ee eee 


S - 69. 

2. J2: History, Hq CINCPAC, for the month of Oct 69. 

3. J2 Brief No. 26-69, Hq CINCPAC, 22 Oct 69 of JCS 2150/31, Subj: Inacti- 
vation of the COMMANDO PANZER Reconnaissance Program in 1 PACOM 
(S). 
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SECTION X - ACTION TAKEN TO COUNTER 
COMMUNIST AGGRESSION IN THE REPUBLIC OF KOREA 


{U) Stepped-up infiltration to the South, the brazen capture 
of the Pueblo, and the more recent shooting down of one of 
our planes many miles from North Korean air space, reflect 
a truculence that could escalate sharply into a major war. 


Admiral John S, McCain, Jr. ,1. 
- The North Korean Threat 


(U) In Korea, Kim H-Sung makes no secret of his goal to 
unify Korea under his control by force during the next few 
years,,.he launched a carefully planned campaign to this 
-end, highlighted by the 1968 Blue House raid in Seoul designed 
to assassinate President Park of the Republic of Korea: sub- 
sequent events. continue to reaffirm his aggressive intentions. 
‘Clearly, he will not scruple at even the most flagrant mea- 
sures to eeiteve his objective, 


The North Korean threat ramained unchanged in 1969, A surprise 
attack could be launched against the Republic of Korea by North Korean land 
forces, 12 divisions and one brigade, deployed near the Demilitarized Zone. 
With little warning, North Korea could launch a large-scale attack, drawing 


_on 20-22 of its 25 division equivalents supported by about 500 combat jet air- 


craft, Ina large-scale Chinese-North Korean assault on the Republic of 
Korea, it is estimated that a force of 50-60 divisions would be the most feasi- 
ble attacking force. This force would be well within communist logistic 


‘capabilities, which in Korea would not be the limiting factcr. Some 1, 000- 


1,500 jet fighter aircraft and up to about 200 light and medium bombers, plus 
a sizable force of submarines and patrol craft, wears be expected to support 
any communist Chinese campaign against Mopac 

I. ” Admiral McCain! 8 ; basic speech, "The Pacific and National Power: Collec-= 
tive Security in Asia, ''as of mid-September 1969 on file in J74 (Public 
Affairs Office), CINCPAC, 

@. Ibid. 

3, Point Paper, J2215, Hq CINCPAC, 24 May 69, Subj: Military Threat to 
the Republic of Korea, An account of North Korean conventional and un- 
conventional capabilities can be found in Vol. IV, pp. 213-217, CINCPAC 
Command History 1968, 


13] 


North Korean Conventional Armed Forces 


(S. The North Korean Army consisted of 356, 000 personnel organized 
into 20 infantry divisions, four infantry and four artillery brigades, one tank 
division, five tank regiments, and other supporting units. The Air Force 
consisted of about 570 jet aircraft. About 75 percent of this force was MIG- 


15/17 aircraft. There were about 95 MIG-21s. These fighters were primarily 


used for air defense, Offensive capability lay in about 75 obsolescent IL-28 
light jet bombers. The Navy, a coastal defense force, possessed four sub- 
marines and about 15 missile-armed patrol boats. These forces could not 
conduct successful offensive operations without extensive support and rein- 
forcement from Communist China or the USSR, It was believed that North 
Korea would not risk initiating hostilities without firm assurance of such 
support, There were no indications that.such assurance would be received, 
The Republic of Korea on the other hand was assured of U.S. support and 
reinforcement for defense aaa armed SGEERE RICHY 


North Korean Unconventional Capability 


(S, The sede ‘eau to the Republic of Korea was the subversive 
infiltration conducted by North Korea's unconventional warfare organizations. 
Each of the three North Korean Army groups along the Demilitarized Zone had 
a 3.000-man Foot Reconnaissance Station. capable of harassment, ambush, 
sabotage, and terrorism against the ROK, In addition, the 17th Reconnais- 
sance Brigade consisting of 9, 300. personnel‘had been trained for airborne 
infiltration and. guerrilla warfare in the event of war, ‘The brigade possessed 
a modest airlift capability provided by some 30-50 light transports, ‘each of 
which could drop about.10 men. The principal arm of thé North Korean © 
guerrilla effort is the 124th Army Unit. -Its overall strength was estimated to 
be 5,000 men. .The 124th was organized to conduct long-range agent penetra- 
tions and guerrilla warfare, An additional 16, 000 personnel were in training 
or serving in support functions, Fifty or more fast agent boats provided an 
excellent capability to infiltrate cute on ROK coasts.4 


TS) During 1969, there was dieiopediaecuesee Aacceeuy aggression’ 
along the DMZ, Only 99 recorded incidents took place in 1969 as compared 
with 462 in 1967 and 542 in 1968. Asa result of the decrease in incidents,. 
casualties were drastically reduced, Five U,S, and five ROK personnel ' were 
killed in 1969 compared with.16 U.S, and 75 ROK, in 1967 and 14 U.S, and 81 


Oe ee ee ee ee ee ee eee 


i. Point Paper, 12215, Hq CINCPAC, 28 Aug’ 69, Subj: Threat to the 


Republic of Korea. 
SECRET. 


2, Ibid. 
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ROK killed in 1968. As in recent years, the pattern of NK concentrating © 
incidents in the U, Ss. zone of the DMZ was continued, 1 ; 


North Korean Shootdown of U.S. Navy ECe121 Reconnaissantze Plane 





(s} During recent military armistice commission meetings, 
the North Koreans have been particularly vehement and vicious 
in warning UN forces about provocative actions. 2 


On 11 April, COMUS Korea in a message to CINCPAC advised that 
COMUS Korea was trying to keep the above situation "cool and suggested that 
COMMANDO CLINCH flights stay at least 15 NM from the DMZ and preferably 
farther while routed over the ROK, He also suggested that aircrews be 
especially alert and prepared to abort at the first indication of any North 
Korean reaction.? On 13 April, ADM McCain ina message to CINCPACAF, 
CINCPACFLT and COMUS Korea stated that caution would continue to be 
exercised on all PARPRO (Peacetime Aerial Reconnaissance Program) opera- 
tions in the vicinity of North Korea even though all PARPRO tracks were 
designed to provide minimum provocation. consistent with mission accomplish- 
meat. CINCPAC pointed out that ".., review of approved C. C. tracks dis- 
closes no case where the aircraft will cestere on a northerly heading within 
15 NM of the DMZ, ''# 


QS. At 150605Z April? the JCS Joint Reconnaissance Center (JRC) 

notified JRC CINCPAC that it had received a message which re orted a 
ossible shootdown oitthe United States reconnaissance miesicxiiaaaA 

ae... the Sea’ of Japan at i -.: approximately 
150447Z April by a minimum of two North Korean aircraft. A follow-up 
report to the report made to the JCS JRC stated that there had been a possible 
KORCOM (Korean Communist) reaction to non-KORCOM flight activity over 
the Sea of Japan. Information available during the period 1502222 to 1504542 
April disclosed that a non-KORCOM aircraft encountered an unknown number 
of KORCOM aircraft at a point approximately 95 NM east of Hoemun, North 
Korea at 1504422 April. The non-KORCOM aircraft disappeared from the _ 


1. Highlights of U.S, Army, Pacific, Activities (U}, December 1969, Hq 
USARPAC, 20 Feb 70, p. 35, 

COMUSKOREA 110927Z Apr 69, 

Ibid. 

CINCPAC 1304092 Apr 69. 

142005W, Honolulu time. 
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radar at 1504542: April. 1 


(sy. ‘The CINGPAC Command ‘Center received a telephone call from 
PACAF at 142145W (150745Z) April informing CINCPAC of.a message 
received by that headquarters, The message stated that the 314th Air Division 
at Osan, Korea had received @ call 
hours advising that an EC-l2l.aircraft was down a 
0411Z hours. At 0641Z hours word was received at Osan that an HC-130 air- 
craft from Tachikawa, Japan was enroute to the scene of the downed EC-12] 
at 0622Z hours. In addition, two F-106s were reported on CAP (combat air 
patrol) at 389-30'N-~131°-30'E and by 06302 hours all F- 1068 aircraft ‘at 
Osan were placed on five- minute alert, 






North Korean Announcement of Shootdown. 


(U) At 1506592 April, FBIS, Okinawa informed the CG,- Eighth United 
States Army that the Pyongyang Domestic Service had broadcast at 06552 
hours that the "Korean People's Army'' had shotdown a U.S. reconnaissance 
plane at 1350 hours Korean time. when it intruded into the airspace of the 
"DPRK, '3 In a subsequent broadcast the North Koreans reported that the 
plane was shotdown with"one stroke’, 4 


United States Announcement of ehoetdown 


(U) | At 150920Z April, CoMuUS Korea /CINCUNC advised the JCS and 
CINCPAC that he had received a query from the ROK CIA requesting come 
ments or confirmationof a “Pyongyang radio broadcast that the North Koreans 
had shotdown ''a spy plane" at 151400 hours Korean time. The ROK, CIA was 
referred to the ROK DSA without comment. GEN Bonesteel stated that in the 
message that he would take a position of ho comment and requested official 
guidance at the "earliest" particularly on press queries. He asked if there 
were any special instructions for official discussion with ROK Armed Forces 

« 


1, CDR R. D, Murphy, USN, J3B51 provided COL J. R. Johnson, CINCPAC 
Command Historian, with the above information and with much of the 
other data used in the EC-121 shootdown narrative in this section, 

2. Incoming telephone report log, CINCPAC Command Center 142145W Apr 
70; COMAF Korea 150825Z Apr 69. This message was addresséd to both 
CINCPACAF and CINCPAC, CINCPAC's time of receipt (TOR) was | 
150844Z {142244W), In effect, PACAF received the COMAF Korea, message 
and relayed the contents to CINCPAC prior to ch ai receipt ‘of the 
message at 22452 Hours, 

3. FBIS Okinawa 150659Z Apr 69. 

4, FBIS Okinawa 150726Z Apr 69. 
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and concluded the message with the comment that he was increasing the 
"gtatus of air defense and missiles, "4 


(U) At 1510002 April, OSD/PA notified all concerned that the following 
message had been released by the Defense and State Departments 2 


The North Koreans have claimed that they have inter- 
cepted and shot down a U.S. military Sireratt, We can - 
report the following: 


Aerial search operations are underway in the Sea 
of Japan approximately 95 miles southeast of Chongjin, North 
Korea, for a four-engine, propeller-driven Navy EC-121 
aircraft with a reported 31 persons aboard, © 


The reconnaissance aircraft, based at Atsugi, 
Japan, has been missing since about midnight Monday, EST, 
The flight began at approximately 5 P, M, EST, April 14. 


The aircraft commander was under orders to 
approach no closer than 50 nautical milés to the coast of 
North Korea, 


Names of the men aboard the aircraft will be 
released following notification of next.of' kin. We have no 
additional. details at this time. 


United Stade Reaction 


(U) Immediately upon verification of the shootdown of the EC-121 several 
actions were initiated. SAR (Search and Rescue) forces were disptached to 
the scene of the incident, PARPRO missions were punRensed: and U.S, forces 
were alerted for redeployment, 


SAR Op erations 


Ags indicated above, an HC-130 aircraft from Tachikawa was enroute 
to the scene of the incident by 0622Z hours and two F-]06s were in the area 
on CAP operations. In addition, the USS DALE (DD) and H, A, TUCKER (DD) 


Ledeen een eee ee eee he he ee ne ee ee ee 


1, COMUSKOREA/CINCUNC 1509202 Apr 69, 


2. OSD/PA 1510002 Apr 69, 
SORET_ | 
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“were assigned SAR missions and were underway from Sasebo at 1511302 
hours.! DDs STERETT and MAHAN also participated in the SAR- effort, @ 


(U) At 1510262 April Secretary of State Rogers sent a message to the 
U.S, Embassy in Moscow and advised that the North Koreans had announced 
that they shot down a U.S. aircraft "..,quote which intruded into DPKR air- 
space unquote. An EC-121 is missing over Sea of Japan.... It was under 
orders not...to approach closer than 50 NM to Korea and was apparently 
attacked at least that far from the coast though details still lacking. Search 
underway for crew of 31,...'' Secretary Rogers closed his message with a 
request that the Soviets be asked to alert ‘any of their ships that were in the 
area to pick up possible survivors, 3 


(C) U.S. Ambassador to Moscow Beam notified Secretary Rogers at 
1511352 April that he had informed Mr, Kornienko, Chief, USA Section, 
Foreign Ministry of the SECSTATE request. Kornienko stated that he was 
uninformed regarding both the missing aircraft and the NK broadcast but 
would inform the Soviet authorities immediately regarding the request for 
help in rescuing any survivors, 


At 1951Z hours on the same date, the SECSTATE informed the 
AMEMBASSY Moscow that;4 gtr 8 a 


Secretary called in Dobrynin 12:15--P, M, today to 
discuss North Korean shoot-down of EC-121, Secretary 
told Dobrynin that EC-121 during its flight ‘was at ‘no time 
less than 40 miles from North Korea and that shoot-down 
was well over 50 nautical miles from North Korean’ coast, 
We do not know whether there were any survivors, but we 
are anxious to enlist Soviet help in rescue.effort, We had 
instructed our charge in Moscow this morning to inform 
the Soviet Foreign Ministry of the missing aircraft and to _ 
ask that any Soviet ships in the area assist’in rescue of any 
possible survivors, It was our understanding that there are 
ships in the area of unidentified nationality and the Secretary 
wished Dobrynin to know that we had issued instructions to 
our aircraft in the area not to fire on any vessels involved: 
in rescue operations. Secretary reiterated hope expressed 


1, USS DALE 1510122 Apr 69, 

@. Admin CINCPAC 160315Z Apr 69. 
3, SECSTATE 057284/1510262 Apr 69. 
4. SECSTATE 057429/151951Z Apr 69. 
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in Moscow early today that Soviet Government would do what 
it could to bring about the safe return of any possible survivors. 


Dobrynin said he had received no information concern- 
ing the incident from Moscow beyond a brief Tass statement 
based on the North Korean release, He would report imme- 
diately to Moscow the Secretary's remarks and specifically 
his request that Soviet vessels in the area offer all possible 
assistance, 


de At 160157Z a SAR HC-130 reported sighting debris in an area three 
miles long and one mile wide at 419+19'N--1319-48'E, Two Russian ships 
with long boats were also reported in the area. One ‘long boat had picked up 
a 20-man life raft. CINCPACFLT advised CINCPAC that voice intercept 
identified the Soviet ships as. DD 429 (KOTLIN class) and DLG 580 (KASHIN 
class}, DD 429 was reported as being along side a life raft, 1 


SH CINCPAC received copies -of two situation reports on 15 April. One 
was from CTG 72,4 to the Fifth Air Force JRCC/CC and the other from 314th 
Air Division at Osan. CTG 72.4 stated that a SAR C-130 had sighted two 
Soviet vessels in the general search area--DD 429 and DLG 580. The SAR 


aircraft sighted the debris at approximately the same time. The debris con- 


sisted of a Mae West, dye markers, a partially inflated 20-man crange life 
rait, aircraft insulation, and a silver colored object suspected to be aircraft 
wreckage. The debris was streaked ina straight line from an oil slick at a 
bearing of 190 degrees to approximately three-four miles long and one mile 
wide. The SAR aircraft dropped smoke lights and lead the two Soviet ships to 
the center of the debris area. On arrival at the area at 2345Z, the ships 
launched four small boats and proceeded to retrieve a raft and debris, The 
FiC-130 crew believed that the DD and DLG had not sighted thé debris area 
prior to the SAR aircraft sighting the debris, The situation report also stated 
there was no visual evidence of water disturbance by other vessels prior to 


arrival of the Russian ships. There was no indication that the ships picked up 
any survivors, 


TS The 314th Air Division reported that Air Force’SAR plane 963 had 
established contact with the Soviet DLG 580 at 419-46 'N-~1319-40'E heading 


A ee Oe A OD Ok Lm me me OS im ee mm ob do we oe we tee nh ee Om om ae SO A Ha ae ey oe Oe OO om he OO oe 


i, Telephone Report Log, CINCPAC Command Center, 151600W (1602002) 
Apr 69, Prior to receipt of this message by CINCPAC the SAR HC-130 


had requested and permission was granted to vector the DD and the DLG 
to the area, 


&. CINCPACFLT 1614242 Apr 69, 
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south approximately 28 miles north of the crash site. 
580 had survivors the reply was "no, '"' When asked about aircraft parts DLG 
580 responded in the affirmative. AF 963 requested permission to fly low 
over the ship and permission was granted. As 963 passed over the ship the 
crew photographed parts of the EC-~121 lying on the aft part of the ship. The 
crew saw a wheel, a ladder, anda shirt of some type. The dialogue between 
the Soviet DLG 580 and AF SAR 963 continued: - 





sporet 


Russian ship DD 580 asked where 963 was from. 963 
reported from Korea. 963 asked about Russian ship DD 429 
if picked up any body from A/C. Reply ~ ship 429 departing 

. from area, Ship 580 asked if 963 saw any survivors - reply | 
no. Ship 580 asked how many were on board downed A/C, 
Reply 31, Ship 580 asked if any alive--told not’ sure. ‘Ship 
580 changed heading to north. Ship 580 asked 963 to fly over © 
ship to site of A/C parts in water. 963 was at limit of search 
area (30 miles from point of crash), 963 asked if anybody was 
located or on board - reply no, just listed parts. Ship 429 
heading south from crash: site at good speed: 963 requested 
permission to drop radio-to Russian ship 429. 5th Air Force 
Rescue gave permission and to forward report on what found 
out, ; ; 


At 1611152 April, 314th Air Division reported to CINCPAG; 


The following information from Air Force Rescue 963 : 
thru RAG BAG: ” 


; AF Rescue 50963 at-17451 dropped a radio to bile 

- 429, Position. 40 - 41 N/131 ~ 26E heading 030. At this 
time it appeared. that 429 had reversed course. Previous’ 
heading 210 degrees prior to A/C arrival. At 18101 radid 
was picked up by ship 429, Communication was established. | 
‘A/C asked ship 429 what parts had been picked up. Ship 429 
asked A/C if 33 persons were aboard, A/C advised ship 429 
that 31 persons aboard. Ship 429 asked A/C if they saw sur- 
vivors, A/C replied negative. A/C asked ship if they saw 
survivors. Ship said negative. . Ship 429 advised A/C if 
survivors were sighted notify ship 429 and they would pick 
them up. Ship 429 advised AF 963 that following items 
picked up; 1 rubber raft no size available; 2 cigarette packs; 


314th DCC Osan AB Korea 160945Z Apr 69, 
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2 pencils (assumed emperial, unable to interpret Russian 
clearly); 1 A/C seat; other pieces of A/C; 1 man's jacket. 

AF 963 asked if jacket had a name or serial number. Several 
pieces of wood., A/C asked ship if they were in area last 
night. Negative reply, 1804I communications stopped, 

18551 A/C attempted to contact Ship, 1900I ship 429 flashed 
lights off and on {not in code pattern), 19051 A/C departed 
area, Ship 429 position 41 - 05. N131-28E heading north 

at 22 KTS, 1 


(U) As of 1612152 April, USS DALE and TUCKER and the HC-130 were 
the prime SAR vehicles. The fighter CAP consisted of four aircraft, 2 By 
161550Z the USS DALE reported picking up a section of fuselage, with apparent 
bullet or shrapnel holes.3 The USS TUCKER recovered internal compartment 
metal, a 5'x1' piece of fuselage structure with three bullet holes, a 3'x4" piece 
of styrofoam structural insulation with metallic foil backing, a 2'3! Piece of 
cabin interior, and a small section of a status board, * i 


Two bodies of the EC-121] crew were picked up by the USS TUCKER. 
The bodies were identified as LTIG J oseph R, Ribar and Aviation Electronics 
Technician 1/C Richard E, Sweeney.” No other bodies were ever recovered, 


Qo The USS TUCKER and the Soviet DD 429 effected transfer of debris 
f thes‘EC-121 picked up by the DD 429 to the TUCKER, The TUCKER's cap- 
tain reported that the Russians were extremely cordial but business-like, 
Speeches and messages of condolence were offered by the Russians, The crew 
of the TUCKER presented a USS TUCKER cigarette lighter and eight copies of 
Playboy to the crew of the DD 429,6 . 


I, 314th DCC Osan AB Korea 1611]5Z Apr 69, 
@, 314th DCC Osan AB Korea 1612252 Apr 69, 
3. Ibid., 161600Z Apr 69. 

4, CINCPACFLT 1703272 Apr 69. For a detailed listing of debris picked up 

_ see CINCPACFLT 180021Z Apr 69, 

5, The exact time the bodies were located is not available. Apparently the 
recovery took place prior to 0454Z hours on 17 April in the vicinity of 
41930'N-+131°45'E, 5th AF message 1815412 Apr 69 fixes the time ag of 
1702302, 

6. Records available at this headquarters do not pinpoint the time and date 
that debris exchange took place. The date appears to have been 18 April; 
CINCPACFLT 1823112 Apr 69; AMEMB Moscow 1628/171510Z Apr 69; 
SECSTATE 059796/180357Z Apr 69, "? 
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“S). The SAR effort was terminated by the J CS on 19 April when they told 
CINCPAC that; ; 


1. (U) Since there is no longer any probability of 
recovering survivors from the EC+-121 which was shot down 
by the North Koreans on 15 April 1969, it is desired that 
you discontinue existing search and rescue operations, 


2. (U) Withdraw search ship and aircraft from search 
area, : 


' tS) Preparation for reaction to North Korea's hostile action in shooting 
down the EC~121-was almost immediate. The Fifth Air Force commander 
directed that all of his conventional forces be brought to: maximum readiness 
for deployment to Forward Operating Bases (FOB) with "execution to be 
expected not earlier than... 1524001. "2 CINCUNC requested COMAFK to 
increase significantly air defense by HAWK and HERCULES missiles until 
further notice,’ The Seventh Fleet commander directed his units to prepare 
for the possible deployment of an. attack carrier task force’ into the Korean 
area, He further directed that three CVAs "remaiii topped off on fuel, @mmu-~ 
nition and other assets insofar as possible without substantially degrading the 
Southeast Asia effort." The ENTERPRISE and RANGER were assigned first 
priority for contingency purposes. = Se in as 


5 i , 

& At 160210Z April, the JCS sent CINCPAC an execute message to 
commence movement of three carrier task forces with ‘suitable ASW; AAW, 
and cruiser bombardment capability toward ‘the Sea of Japan at the best sus- 
tained "SOA" (speed of advance), The task forces were to hold south of 
Korea, ? CINCPAC in turn directed CINCPACFLT to:commence immediate 


’ movement of the task forces. 

‘Trs), On the same date, ADM McCain, in response to the JCS-directed 
movement of the three carrier task forces toward the Sea of Japan, ‘told the 
CICS that similar Navy forces had been. deployed to the Sea of Japan for a 


lengthy period in response to the PUEBLO seizure, And that while coordinated 


plans to strike targets in North Korea were developed, not one of the plans 


1. ICS 737/192036Z Apr 69. 

2, 5th AF Blue Dat 41A/150824Z Apr 69. 
3, CINCUNC 58445C7/1508512Z Apr 69. 
4, COMSEVENFLT 151116Z Apr 69. 

5, JCS 06996/160210Z Apr 69. 

6. Admin CINCPAG 1603242 Apr 69. 
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was executed, in fact tactical air was restricted from flying close to North 
Korea, ADM McCain then told the CJCS no guidance had been provided as to 
the mission of the CVAs steaming north to join forces with USAF tactical air 
in South Korea. CINCPAC suggested that by the time the task forces reached 
their destination in the Sea of Japan a mission that. paiiacote’ Sime diate posi- 
tive action. should be. as wigned, . ADM. McCain believed that: 


wee this could inject an element of sunrise, paeaeuanaiy: 
. in view ofthe fact that past -performance:-might lull the North 
Koreans into a false sense of security. If-we operate again 
in the Sea: of Japn only asa show of force ‘arid without positive 
action,’ I believe that we continue’ to provide justification to 
their judgment of us as QUOTE paper. tigers UNQUOTE, The 
end result; might well be the opposite of our intended poryose., 
and SHECOROE?. rather than discourage further belligerenctes.: 


(hay Task Force a Was activated by ‘COMSEVENFLT. The three CVAs 


' assigned to TE 71 were the uss RANGER (CVA 61)," USS. ENTERPRISE 
“ (CVAN 65), and. USS. TICONDEROGA. (cva 14). All‘three carriers with’: 
escorts sailed from YANKEE STATION, To replace them on. YANKEE | 


STATION, | the USS. BON HOMME’ RICHARD (CVA 313 with escorts movéd from 


-". Hong Kong and the.USS KITTY HAWK with escorts moved from’ idea va This 
arn action caus ed, an 2 LBshour gap between ahipg: at YANKED STATION, 2 


Mg) | “Alt [TF a unite. joined up north of Bashi Channel (Detween Taiwan er 


“the Philippines) on the night of 18-19 April. ‘Onl9 April; ‘the JCS directed 
‘that TF 71 proceed from the holding, point. of. 32°Ns~1279-2 005: ‘through. the’ 
. :-Psushima Strait to reach a preferred launch point-in' the Sea. of Japan ‘by: 
2118002 April, . Upon reaching the preferred launch point, the. TF would then 


depart.the Sea of Japan and ‘return to the Yellow Sea to operate. south of 35° 
35'N and east. of 1220- 30/E until 25 April at which. time ships of the TF. would 
return to‘normal Seventh Fleet. operations. The JCS changed. the departure 


.time from the Sea of Japan twice~+2418002Z April and 251800Z, April. TF 7} 
actually departed the Sea of Japan for the Yellow Sea on the morning of 26° 


April.” On that same day. the ICS directed that one CVA with appropriate . 


‘escort ships remain in the vicinity of Korea for an additional 10- eday period, 


The remaining ships were released to normal Seventh Fleet operations. The 
USS ENTERPRISE, the USS STERETT and six additional escorts remained to 
operate in the vicinity of Korea. 


Coe lll ead eat i at oe eh ot ee he en ee ee ee ee ee ee ee eee 


1. CINCPAC 1608402 Apr 69. 
Z. J3B4] History, Hq CINCPAC, for the month of Apr 69. 
3. Ibid. 
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ae addition to the movement of TF 71, the 16th U.S, Air Force 
‘Tactical Fighter Squadron was diverted to Korea while. enroute to Southeast 
Asia. Also, tactical fighters from Misawa and Yokota were deployed: to 


Korea. 1 





Sv One eee wen eee Ee 2 eee oe em we ee we oe we OF te om mb mm om ow op am ah me Ae te te a OR te oe oe 


1, 33B222 History, Hq CINCPAG, for. the anon: of Apr 69. 
2; CINCPAC 1510322 Apr 69. 
3. JCS 7237/181808Z Apr 69. 
4, CINCPAC 1818252 Apr 69. 
5, JCS'7269/182051Z Apr 69. 
6, CINCPAC 182338Z Apr 69. 
7, CINCPAC 1902502 Apr 69. 
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Retaliatory’Plan Against North Korea 


tray On 17 April, the ICS requested ADM McCain to submit as quickly as 
possible two separate operation plans--one for attack of Sondok (Song Dong Ni 
Airtield) and one for the attack of the Wonsan airfield, Under each plan, 12 
to 24 A-6 aircraft, carrier launched, would strike the airfield complex in the 
target area.3 On the same date the JCS requested CINCPAC and CINCSAC 
to prepare separate operation. plans for the attack df the two same airfields 
by up to 24 Guam-based aircraft, 4 CINCPAG requested CINCPACAF to pro- 
vide planning assistance to CINCSAC for these plans.> The JCS modified | 
their request for the B-52 strike plans when they requested that the plans 


describe "how the operation would be conducted with 12 aircraft" as well as 
with 24 B-52s, 6 


Cig) On 18 April, CINCPAC forwarded his plan, FRACTURE MAPLE, 
which was developed around the two targets--Wonsan and Sondok (Song Dong 
Ni) airfields, Target elements to be struck at Wonsan were aircraft and 
revetments, support facilities, POL storage areas, runways, and taxiways, 
A-~6 aircraft were to conduct ‘night full-systems"' attacks against the airfield 
complex. The plan for strike against Sondok Airfield also called for A-6 air- 
crait with "night full-systems"' attacks agajnst revetted aircraft and hard- 
stands, storage areas, support facilities, and runways and taxiways, ? 


. JCS 7334/191814Z Apr 69, | 
. CINCPAC 200031Z Apr 69, 
JCS KS7098/170311Z Apr 69, ; | 
JCS 7104/170941Z Apr 69, 

CINCPAC 1713452 Apr 69, 

JCS 007108/171408Z Apr 69, | 
CINCPAC 180339Z Apr 69, 
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Retaliatory options acopened by CINCPAC included the seizure of the 

fish factory ship kuilt for NK by the Netherlande, 1. positioning 4 TALOS ship 

50 miles off Wonsan with authorization to. destroy: identified NK aircraft, 4 | 

authorize the Sea of J apan Task Force. (TF 71) to impound or harass fishing 

boats and NK coastal craft that ventured beyond the claiméd 12-mile limit; 3 is 
and use of ahs Ney oeRery | 

to fire against selected targets in Wonsan, i "S 






(BS) To jotnieaize confusion c over ach of the Seueeal CINCPAC dneratianial | 
plans for retaliation against North Korea, CINCPAC assigned the following - 
nicknames to the plans: 6 


FRACTURE MAPLE - carrier operations 

FRACTURE PINE - cruiser operations 

FRACTURE APPLE - shipping sosteichsn operations. 
FREQUENT SCORE «+ seceuenlecdaee protection operations, 


{U) Neither retaliatory nor. offensive operations were undertaken, An 
operation plan for the protection of reconnaissance’ pieenetl operating in the 
vicinity of North Korez was i:.:plemented, however. 


Alert Status of WESTPAC Forces 


- (BS) On'18 April, CINCPAC, in response to a query from “higher 
authority, ' requested CINCPACAF and CINCPACFLT to provide him with 
information regarding the alert status of the forces in WESTPAC which were | 
in a position to respond at the time of the shootdown to include the location 
and time and distance of such forces to the area of the incident. : In addition, 
ADM McCain wanted to know (1) the time responsible officials learned of the | , 
shootdown and the elapsed time from command decisions to initial responses 
to include down to aircraft controllers, or others who controlled scrambles 
or other actions, and (2) supplemental rules of BREA Bement Seerees to CAP | 


Cal ell oe Et eRe Ke Dee Rede hehe et, ho dee do ede Ae te Le ee ee Oe oe eee ee 2 


1, CINCPAC 1702232 Apr 69; CINCPAC 190114Z. Apr 69." 
2. CINCPAC 1707452 Apr 69. : 
3, CINCPAC 170746Z Apr 69. 


"5, CINCPAC 2000322 Apr 69. 
6. J3B15 History, Hq CINCPAG, for the month of Apr 69 citing CINCPAC 
230514Z Apr 69. 
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aircraft dispatched to SAR area, as well as those provided to surface SAR 
forces, ; 


TRS) In reply to CINCPAC's request COMSEVENTHFLT reported no Navy 
forces were in a position to respond with air cover at the time of the EC-121M 
shootdown, The ENTERPRISE, RANGER, and TICONDEROGA were conducting 
special operations at YANKEE STATION while the BON HOMME RICHARD was 
in Subic and KITTY HAWK was enroute from Subic to Hong Kong. The KITTY 
HAWK was the closest carrier to the scene--some 1,400 miles and 47 hours 
away at a 30 knot SOA. The only available units in the J apan-Korea area were 
the DALE and TUCKER in Sasebo; the STERETT, MARAN, and RUPERTUS 
were in Yokosuka. Only the TUCKER was in an increased readiness state 
because of her assignment as reaction ship for Banner operations, @ 


(R§) COMSEVENTHFLT stated that his flagship received notification of the 
possible shootdown of the EC-121 at 150634Z April, 


Immediate attempts to confirm the shootdown were 
unsuccessful, However, at 150758Z... USS TUCKER ‘and 
USS DALE were ordered to sail from Sasebo in the event 
that SAR assistance was required. The decision to sail 
TUCKER and DALE was reached as soon as VQ-l could be 
contacted and a determination made that.the,aircraft was an 
hour overdue at its termination base, - Forces initially directed 
proceed at best speed vicinity lat 41-12N long 131-48E, Later 
directed to remain at least 20 NM from Soviet or North Korean 
land mass, After wind and current drifted floating debris . 
near Soviet/North Korean land mass, surface SAR units were 
temporarily ordered to-close the Korean and Soviet land masses 
no closer than 50 NM. The twenty nautical mile limit was 
later reinstated by CINCPAC, 3 


TES), CINCPACAF reported to ADM McCain that eight USAF and two ROKAF 
aircraft were on five-minute air defense alert and six USAF aircraft were on 
30-minute air defense alert ina position to respond at the time of the EC-121 
shootdown. In addition, two air rescue aircraft were on 30-minute alert, 


As a matter of interest the following actions were | 
taken {all times ZULU); 


Te tt ee Mm Oe et en ee is oe oy en me ee ie ee te 


1, CINCPAC 182302Z Apr 69. 
2. COMSEVENTHFLT 190830Z Apr 69. 


3. Did. 
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A, 5AF ADVON alerted by its warning center at 
0445 placed two F~102s on CAP to overwater point east of 
Kan-Nung coordinates NJ 5050, F«102s were airborne at 
150504. At 150519 the F-102s CAP was moved to NJ 3030, 
At 150553 two F-106 were scrambled to replace the F-102s. 
At 150655 two F-102s replaced the F-106 CAP, 1 : 


TES), CINCPACAF zreported:* 


3. Aircraft on alert by type, location, distance ard 
time from shootdown were; 4 F=106, Osan Korea, 350 ‘NM, 
30 min: 4 F-102s, Suwon, 345 NM, 41min: 2 F-5s, Kangnung, 
260 NM, 34 min: 1HC-130, Tachikawa AB, Japan; 470 NM, 
lL hr and 50 min: 1 HC-97, Naha AB, Okinawa, 900 NM, 4. 
hr and 20 min, oe , 


4, Supplemental rules of engagement provided to CAP 
aircraft crews were; operations would be conducted no closer 
than 50 NM from the North Korean/ Chinese/Rus sian ‘coast. 
The provisions of PACAF Regulation 55-1 which implements 
CINCPAC Instruction 03710, 2A  Aneies af Engagement) were 
applicable. 


Contingene Plans for Response to North Korean Provocatiohs — 





On 8'May 1968, the JCS requested CINCPAC to analyze the various 
incidents and provocative acts which North Korea might initiate and to suggest 
appropriate U.S, /ROK military responses for each, In addition, CINCPAC 
was requested to analyze the various military responses s uggested and to 
recommend those for which planning should be undertaken, CINCPAC 
responded on 7 June 1968 ina letter tothe JCS.* — 


(FE) On 21 August 1968, the JCS after considering CINCPAC's response 
requested CINCPAC to prepare outline plans for those courses of action 


an en we ne ee ne ee en een ene n ee 


1. CINCPACAF 200005Z Apr 69, 

a, Ibid. 

3. The JCS requests for contingency plans in 1968 and. 1969 and CINCPAC's 
response to these requests were discussed in an'interview with CDR L, M. 
Ramsey, USN, J5519, CINCPAC and COL J, R.- Johnson, USA, CINCPAC 
Command Historian, 14 Oct 69. All documents cited were reviewed. by 
COL Johnson either in his office or in CDR Ramsey' F } office; JCS (8482 / 
081548Z May 68. 

4. ltr, Hq CINCPAC, ser. 001306, 7 Jun 68. 
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considered appfopriate for further examination, During April 1969, CINC- 
PAC in response to the JCS request of 21 August 1968 forwarded 2 series of 
message outline plans. These outline plans were consolidated into an outline 
plan, FRINGE BALL, and forwarded to the JCS on 2 May. 2 


eS On 7 July, the JCS tasked CINCPAC with the mission of developing 
a series’ of concept plans for selected military actions in response to North 
Korean provocations. The JCS requested that the plans be more detailed than 
the FRINGE BALL plan. The number of selected actions for which concept 
plans were to be prepared increased from seven to 23, The actions enumer- 


. ated by the JCS covered a broad range of options. 3 


(rg) ‘In response to this tasking by the JCS, CINCPAC prepared OPLAN 
(3020 A-Z, The OPLAN had 26 annexes, Each annex was a concept plan and 
Annexes A-W responded to the 23 actions proposed by the JCS. Briefs of 
other CINCPAC plans were included in the last three annexes. OPLAN 5020 
A-Z was forwarded to the JCS on 9 October, 4 Although some of the concept 
plans requested were considered infeasible by CINCPAC (BLT sized+raids, 
forays), the plans were prepared and submitted in order to apprise the ICS 
of existing limitations, 5 : 


(Rg) In August at a meeting in San Francisco, Dr. Kissinger, Special 
Assistant to the President for National Security Affairs, requeste? ADM 
McCain to furnish him a list of the available contingency options being devel- 
oped for use in the event of future North Korean provocations, On 27 August, 
CINCPAC forwarded a message to the JCS in which he proposed for trans - 
mission to Dr, Kissinger through appropriate channels, a list of the options 
requested. The proposed transmission contained ADM McCain's caveat’ 
"...that these Proposed options are in various states of development and that 
most have not yet been approved by the JCS, - In this connection, there will be 
a certain amount. of consolidation, adjustment, and-possible expansion as 
planning progresses, !! 


(BS) On 15 December the JCS approved CINCPAC OPlan 5020 A-Z and 
requested that the next revision of the plans include a brief, separate 


aaa ire erie ada lol teed ot oe ee 


1, JCS 7743/212142Z Aug 68, ee Sa 

2. CINCPAC 0201422 May 69. 

3. JCS 4006/071852Z Tul 69, 

4, Intv, CDR L, M. Ramsey, USN, J5119, Hq CINCPAC with COL J, R, 
Johnson, USA, CINCPAC Command Historian, 14 Oct 69. 

>. Point Paper, 35119, Fiq CINCPAC, 25 Sep 69, Subj: Korean Contingency 
Planning (CINCPAC OPLAN 5020) ¥). 


6. CINCPAC 2704302 Aug 69. 
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paragraph in each plan specifying operating authorities and restrictions 
applicable to initial.operations and rules of engagement in the event of a North 
Korea, Peoples Republic of China or Soviet response. The JCS also directed 
that 10 specified options be added, | 


CINCPAC OPLAN 27-69 


(BS) CINCPAG OPlan 27-69 is a unilateral capabilities plan for the defense 
of Korea. The plan provides for U.S. participation with or without UN aegis 
and is based on JSCP 69 mission and forces. Initial force augmentation 
requires drawdown of committed forces from Southeast Asia. Concept of the 
plan consists of two phases; Phase I - Initial Operations and Phase II - | 
Counteroffensive, Under aegis of UN, CINCUNC will conduct operations as 
directed by the JCS, supported by CINCPAC,: In event UNC is terminated or 
abrogated, COMUS Korea will exercise operational control: over ULS., ROK 
and UN forces made available. @ 


— seemed ——e ——— a 
. 7 a a 


CINGPAC Mission 


(Ps) CINCPAC's mission ig to assist in defense of mores by providing 
military forces to UNC and supporting UNC as directed; coordinating provision 
of logistic support for U.S., ROK and UN forces; and being prepared to coun- 
ter aggression against the. ROK in event BUNS fails ‘to penehens 3° 


Concept of Oo erations 





(DQ The concept of operations SRyistOne ‘a two-phase operation:4 


a. Phased: From initiation ee: hostilities until U.S,, ROK: ‘and UN 
forces are prepared to launch a counteroffensive, The objective is to defeat 
the enemy assault, protect bases and areas, and prepare for Sounter offensive 
operations. : : 


. e . . > . te be . - . . . 


b. Phase I: Defeat communist aggression and TORRY or neutralize 
enemy forces on the Korean peninsula, 


Major U.S, Forces 
(Te) Major U,5, forces, in addition to the 2d and 7th U, 8, ‘Infantry 
1. JCS 0632571818322 Dec 69. 


2, Point Paper, 35115, Hq ANGP AG). 13 Sep 69, Subj; GINCPAC OPlan 
27-69 (Defense of Korea) 


3s Ibid. 
4, Tbid. 
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